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Major Jimmy Anderson and a Kazakhstani national in traditional 

Kazakh attire 

 

Over the summer, I had the pleasure of traveling to 

the Republic of Kazakhstan. Like most Americans, I 

had little or no knowledge of the Kazakhstan culture 

and language prior to my travels abroad; much of 

what I did know was an erroneous impression 

garnered by Sacha Baron Cohen’s 2006 movie 

“Borat: Cultural Learning of America for Make 

Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan.” 

 

 
Map of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

 

According to the Central Intelligence Agency’s 

World fact book, the Republic of Kazakhstan is a 

post-Soviet state. It is located in Central Asia where 

the continents of Europe and Asia meet. Kazakhstan 

is bordered on the north and west by Russia and the 

Caspian Sea, on the east by China, and on the south 

by Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan. It is 

ethnically diverse, with only a slight majority of 
Kazakhstanis being ethnic Kazakh. Other ethnic 
groups included Russian, Ukrainian, Uzbek, German, 

and Uyghur. Kazakh and Russian are the country’s 

official language.  

 
As godsend would have it, I was selected as a 

Kazakhstan deployment Cadre leader for the U.S. 

Army Cadet Command (USACC) 2012 Cultural 

Understanding Language Proficiency (CULP) 

program.  This innovative program sends U.S. Army 

ROTC (AROTC) Cadets between their sophomore 

and junior years in college to countries around the 

world on a three-week summer culture and language 

immersion. The USACC deployed more than 1290 

AROTC Cadets and Cadre members to 341 countries 

this summer.  

 
The Kazakhstan CULP team consisted of eight 

AROTC contracted Cadets. The Cadets represented a 

broad spectrum of educational institutions and 

undergraduate academic disciplines across America.  

All Cadets were junior standings academically. Prior 

to our travels abroad, the CULP team completed 

USACC’s pre-deployment training at their respective 

home station. The training included At-Level 1, 

Survive Evasion Resistance and Escape 100, Isolated 

Personnel Report, and Combating Trafficking in 

Persons Awareness Training.  

 

 
Major Benard House, Battalion S-3 for 1-6 Field Artillery sharing 
lessons learned from Operation Enduring Freedom to the AROTC 

Cadets prior to deployment to Kazakhstan 

 

On June 19, the Kazakhstan CULP team consolidated 

at Fort Knox, Kentucky for five days. The team 

conducted Soldier Readiness Processing, Cadet 

Professional Development Training and team 

building events. The CULP team departed Louisville 

International Airport, Kentucky on June 24 and 

arrived at Astana, the capital city of Kazakhstan on 

June 25.  
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Upon our arrival at Astana, I quickly realized that the 

movie’s depiction of an unexciting country and the 

Kazakhstani nationals was utterly fictitious. What I 

discovered and experienced firsthand was a thriving 

and resilient country destined once again for 

greatness. Perhaps no city better illustrates such a 

rapid catalytic growth and change than Astana.  I was 

fascinated and intrigued by the high-rise buildings 

that were designed by nationally renowned architects. 

 

Cadets and American Corners students at Astana, the capital city 

of Kazakhstan 

I also quickly figured out that a sincere smile goes a 

long way in interacting with Kazakh people. 

Sometimes nonverbal communication such as smiling 

may have a more positive impact than the broken 

Kazakhstan language. Throughout my urban and 

rural travels in country, I experienced nothing short 

of genuine generosity, peacefulness and hospitality.  

 

Enthusiastic Kazakhstan children engaging with Major Anderson 

The CULP team was hosted by the U.S. Embassy in 

Astana. The team met with Ambassador Kenneth 

Fairfax, Embassy of the United States Embassy of 

America Astana, Kazakhstan and other embassy 

officials, Future Leader Exchange (FLEX) program 

alumni and American Corner students.  

 

The Kazakhstan CULP Team, Regional Education Liaison Officer, 

Mr. Harold “Harry” Samuels and American Corners Programmer, 
Leili Kokh 

 

In country, we were accompanied by the U.S. 

Embassy Kazakhstan Regional Education Liaison 

Officer, Harold “Harry” Samuels and the American 

Corners programmer, Leili Kokh. We traveled to the 

cities of Pavlodar, Shymkent, Ust-Kamenogorsk, and 

Astana.   

 

 
As a goodwill gesture, Cadet Weston Rich toasting with a cup of 

Kumis “mare milk” and eating Kazy “horse meat” 

 

Kazakhstan is rich in nomadic history and culture; we 

were introduced to the Kazakh cuisine, customs and 

introduced to games such as Kyz Kuu (overtake the 

girl).  Kazakh games center on their nomadic heritage 

and their love of horses. In this game, a young girl on 

horseback does her best to gallop from a young man. 

If the boy fails to overtake the girl by a certain point, 
he is whipped. If he succeeds, he is rewarded with a 

kiss. 
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The CULP team participated in the English Access 

Microscholarship Program and American Corners. 

The English Microscholarship Access program and 

American Corner are two U.S. Department of State 

sponsored initiatives. These two initiatives are in 

support of the U.S. Department of State Department’s 

Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs. The 

Kazakhstani students who participated in the program 

come from disadvantaged backgrounds. They were 

extremely motivated and demonstrated a strong 

desire to learn about English and American culture.  

 

 
CULP Team and American Corner students in Astana 

 
According to the U.S. Department of State’s home 

page at www.oujdaamericancorner.com/OAC.pdf, 

the American Corners is a U.S. Department of State 

sponsored initiative inaugurated worldwide more 

than 12 years ago.  The concept originated in Russia 

in October 2000 and today there are over 389 

American Corners worldwide. American Corner is a 

small, American-style library located within a local 

partner organization, usually a library.  A friendly, 

accessible space, and open to the public, American 

Corners is a joint partnership project that promotes 

cooperation and understanding between the U.S. and 

host nations.  It serves as a regional resources center 

for information and programs highlighting American 

culture, history, current events and government. 

American Corners typically hosts discussion groups, 

seminars, digital video conferencing, posters exhibits, 

and meetings with U.S. and local specialists on a 

wide range of American focused topics. They act as a 

regional repository for the use of American-themed 

books, videos, DVDs, and CD-ROMs and provide 

free internet access and educational material.   

American Corners also offers local English 

instruction with an extensive collection of English 

Teaching materials which are frequently used by 

local students, teachers and U.S. Peace Corps 

volunteers. It also offers American speakers on a 

variety of topics and hosts a range of classes, clubs 

and activities. American speakers have discussed 

topics as varied as U.S. Sports, the U.S. Constitution, 

U.S. exchange programs, holiday traditions in the 

U.S. and more.   

 

 
Access students experiencing an American pastime of roasting 

marshmallows, singing folk songs, and telling ghost stories around 

the campfire 

 

Many of the American Corners sponsors clubs, such 

as American music, poetry clubs, and video clubs, 

allow people to practice their English or just learn 

more about American culture and traditions. 

Operated as partnerships, the U.S. provides 

equipment and materials while host institutions 

provide staffing and the free use of space.  

 

 
Major Jimmy Anderson, AROTC Cadets and Access students at 

Ust Kamenogorsk in East Kazakhstan 

 

According to the U.S. Department of State’s home 

page at 

http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/eam.html 

 

http://www.oujdaamericancorner.com/OAC.pdf
http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/eam.html
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The English Microscholarship Access Program 

(Access) is sponsored by the United States 

Department of State, Bureau of Educational and 

Cultural Affairs and is part of the Office of English 

Language Program’s suite of initiatives.  

 

 
Summer camp children introduced to “Duck Duck Goose” by the 

big American Kid 

  
The Access programs provide a foundation of 

English language skills to talented 14-18 year olds 

from disadvantaged sectors through after-school 

classes and intensive summer sessions.  They have 

English class five or six hours per week during the 

school year. In the summertime they participate in 

intensive English. Access students gain an 

appreciation for American culture and democratic 

values, increase their ability to participate 

successfully in the socioeconomic development of 

their countries, and gain the ability to compete for 

and participate in future U.S. exchange and study 

programs such as the Future Leader Exchange 

(FLEX) program.  

 

The FLEX program gives students (ages 15-17) the 

chance to live with a host family and attend a U.S. 

high school for a year. Since its inception in 2004, 

approximately 70,000 students in more than 85 

countries have participated in the Access Program.  
 

Access students engaged in a case study on women’s right for the 

vote 
 

We, the CULP team immersed ourselves into the 

Kazakh culture and made presentations with the 

Access program and American Corner students. The 

Kazakh students improved their knowledge of 

English through reading case studies, having 

discussions, and performing dramatic plays and arts.   

 

 
Sofya Lochilova, Access teachers at Shymkent 

 

Despite being underpaid and under resourced, the 

Access teachers were absolutely phenomenal. Their 

steadfast leadership and passion for teaching English 

and contagious enthusiasm resonated with the 
Kazakhstani students. Unquestionably, they are the 

brightest and best who are shaping Kazakhstan future 

generation. I was inspired and captivated by these 

dedicated professionals. I remember teachers who 

made a difference for me and they all shared the 

same characteristics of the Access teachers. They 

were creative, outgoing, purposeful and patient. It is 

also worthy to mention the parents’ positive 

involvement of the English Access Microscholarship 

Program and American Corner. Their tireless support 
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contributed significantly to the academic success of 

the Kazakhstani students 

 

 
Major Anderson, Mrs. Sayasat and her daughter Ryszhan 

participating in the Access program 
 

The CULP program offered an unparalleled 

opportunity to immerse ourselves in the Kazakhstan 

culture while developing leadership skills, team 

building, character and civic development.  The 

things I experienced during my travel to Kazakhstan 

enabled me to grow professionally and personally. If 

the opportunity presents itself, I strongly recommend 

participation or sending AROTC Cadets to this 

vibrant program.  

  

 
After two years, the Access students graduate from the program 

 

Many thanks are extended to all who assisted us 

during this trip. The success of the visit was not 

achieved by the CULP team alone, but rather through 

the combined and concerted efforts of the U.S. 

Embassy officials, USACC, American Corners 

programmer, Access teachers and camp directors. 

More background information about the CULP 

program, check out their web site at 

http://www.rotc.usaac.army.mil/culp/ 

 

 

 
Today’s Access students, tomorrow’s doctors, professors, judges, 

members of the parliament of Kazakhstan and perhaps a future 

president of Kazakhstan 

http://www.rotc.usaac.army.mil/culp/

