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Editor’s Note: 

The main objective of 

this newsletter is to 

increase awareness of 

not only US Army 

Cadet Command’s 

Cultural 

Understanding and 

Language Proficiency 

(CULP) program as a 

whole, but also to 

detail the 

accomplishments and 

endeavors of Cadet 

English Language 

Teaching Team-

Tanzania-#2. I guess 

you could say that this 

is their story. I hope 

you take the time to 

read this, and see what 

our nation’s young 

men and women are 

doing to help out our 

fellow man, and to 

strengthen our ties 

abroad. Send any 

questions to the editor 

at Kwoods13@cmc.edu- 

CDT Kyle Woods 

CELTT Tanzania #2 

Editor in Chief 

 

Teaching at Makongo Secondary School 

By Danielle Carl 

Our first day of teaching in Tanzania took place at the 

Makongo Secondary School which proved to be a school 

much different than schools in America. Makongo is a 

military school where almost half of the student’s parents are 

in the Tanzanian army. 

 The school is made up of concrete buildings that are 

only equipped with one chalk board, a piece of chalk to write 

with, and sixty or more eager students. On our first day at 

Makongo we were given a class of middle school aged 

children, and told to teach them for an hour and ten 

minutes. At some points during the class, this was a trying 

task because many children spoke almost no English, while 

others were far more advanced. We taught the class about 

speaking on the phone in English, and also gave them an 

activity to complete. The children, who were used to being 

lectured, finally participated in class, and seemed to truly 

enjoy the teaching. After, we taught two more classes of 

middle school aged children, on the subject of composition 

writing.  

Continued on page 2 
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We immediately realized that the children were not ready to 

write full compositions because many of them could barely 

write a complete sentence.  We slowly taught the children how 

to write a topic sentence, and through taking our time, the 

children were able to understand English without feeling 

rushed. 

The school invited us to stay for lunch, which consisted 

of ugali, rice, beef, and soup. Ugali is very thick porridge that is 

eaten with food that has a sauce, because the ugali works like 

bread and soaks up the liquid. Experiencing traditional 

Tanzanian food was a great experience, and we found it 

remarkable that people with so little, would still offer what 

they had to complete strangers. 

Overall, our first day teaching at Makongo proved to be 

an eye opening experience where the children beg to learn 

more, the teachers are overly appreciative, and the whole 

school is welcoming. They do not refer to us as foreigners but 

instead as friends, and repeatedly tell the students how lucky 

they are to have native speakers coming to help them with 

their English. We have only been at Makongo for a short 

period of time, but we look forward to the unique experiences 

that we will be part of, and the new friends we will make. 
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Cadre Corner:  

 

 To say this has been a 

rewarding experience to be 

able to come to another 

country and teach them 

English would be an 

understatement.  I have 

been given the 

responsibility of 

chaperoning some of 

America’s brightest, smart 

and talented students to 

bridge the gap between two 

countries.  The task has 

been challenging at times 

but overall very encouraging 

to know that the US is 

reaching out to other 

countries to learn their 

culture and expose some of 

our potential Military 

Officers to other cultures 

that they might not 

otherwise experience.  The 

first week I was unable to 

join the cadets but LTC 

White covered down until 

my documents arrived.  The 

cadets were discouraged 

but they were able to carry 

on the mission without 

missing a beat. The 

professor, Dr. Smith, has 

been wonderful with the 

cadets and giving them his 

years of experience and 

showing them the proper 

way to teach and handle 

themselves in front of the 

classroom.  So far the cadets 

have experienced the city, 

food, people, schools and 

language, and it is only the 

first week!  

 

MAJ Veleka 

Douglas 
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A Day in Bagomoyo 

By:  Alex Bistany 

On the weekend of June 9th, the cadets took a Saturday 

trip to the city of Bagamoy0 which means “lay down your 

heart.” Bagamoyo was given this name because it was the last 

place one would move during the slave trade before they knew 

for certain there was no hope of them ever returning. We first 

visited the ancient ruins of a mosque where we saw a 

graveyard. In the graveyard, was the sheik’s grave who the 

people of Tanzania believed could grant good wishes cast at 

his grave. At the mosque was also a well, which mysteriously 

contained fresh water. The well is believed to have the power 

of solving people’s problems if one washes their face with its 

holy water. One of the settlements we visited was called Kaole. 

It is located right on the coast where the numerous fishing 

boats could go out during high tide and park right on the 

beach during low tides. Furthermore, we went to see an old 

building that first was a German fort before it housed slaves 

and then became a college. Now it is a historical site that 

people from all over the world can come to visit. We also saw 

the exact location where the German colonists used to hang 

revolutionaries who opposed the German’s oppressive rule. 

After a local lunch of chicken and fish, we then made the 

journey home with a greater appreciation and understanding 

of the culture of the traditional people of Tanzania. 
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The Broski Bit: 

Any new place, or 

experience can be full of 

unexpected events or 

interactions. This is 

especially true for the 

young ladies who are with 

us as part of CELTT Team 

2 in Tanzania. If we ever 

wanted to leave one of 

them here in Tanzania we 

would never have to 

worry about them being 

alone. Try being in a 

foreign country, and have 

multiple strangers a day 

ask you, “why are you not 

married?” followed by, 

“have you ever 

considered marrying a 

man from another 

country?’ This is the 

reality that these girls 

must live with every day. 

I’m sure it is very 

flattering to them, and 

much different from 

behavior they would 

expect at home. So, at the 

rate the men here are 

going we may return 

home to the United States 

without the girls who 

accompanied us on this 

trip. After two weeks with 

them this option has 

become more and more 

appealing to us guys.  

-Brian “Broski” Taptick 
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Contributing Cadets: 

Nick Carlson: The man. The legend. The Executive Officer.  

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

                  Danielle Carl: Don’t be fooled by her love of ice cream. Carl is an efficient taskmaster who keeps CELTT 2                  

Acc            accountable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

                                     

                                                                        

 

 

           

 

 

Cadet Alex Bistany(left) 

explores the remains of a 

German Colonial-Era Fort 

in Bagomoyo with Cadet 

Carlson(right) 

 

Cadet Carlson stands along the 

Indian Ocean during a cultural 

understanding excursion (CUE) 

to Bagomoyo, the colonial 

capital of German East Africa. 

 

Cadet Carl is pictured here with 

one of her classes. She team 

teaches along with Cadet Brian 

Taptick (rear). 

 

Alex Bistany: Jack of all trades, master of none, Cadet Bistany gets the job done. Whether it’s setting up cultural       

excursions, or teaching a course on English grammar, Bistany is who you want to call. 
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Melissa Linden: 

Security Chief, Medical Expert, and Ninja. Do not underestimate Cadet Linden, one of our rising MSIII’s. Here is an 

excerpt from her blog which you can find on www.armystrongstories.com: 

“On our first day in Dar es Salaam we went to the Mwanga Market. The Tanzanian people sell 

their traditional art work at the market. Shopping in Dar es Salaam is very different than in 

America. The Tanzanians are very friendly and want to show you all of their pieces. They 

explain how different pieces are made. For example one of the pictures was made of banana 

leaves. The banana leaves were attached to a piece of fabric and the Tanzanians painted on the 

top of the leaves. Other types of art they make are called Tinga Tinga art and knife painting. All 

their art work is very beautiful and very unique.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Taptick:  

Some call him Broski, some call him bro, and others call him friend. Wise men call him dangerous. 

 

Cadet Linden can be seen here 

with a Tanzanian native of the 

Maasai tribe, renowned for 

their nomadic nature, and 

fighting prowess.  

 

Cadet  Taptick teaches intermediate 

level students at Makongo Secondary 

School. Humor is his best weapon.  

 

http://www.armystrongstories.com/
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Cadet Joel Wetlesen: 

The true Scandinavian Warrior of our team, Cadet Wetlesen cuts an imposing figure indeed. He doesn’t seem to have a 

hard time getting the children’s attention.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cadet Kyle Woods: 

A true gentleman and scholar, Cadet Woods is as at home debating geopolitics with officers of foreign militaries as he 

is watching a football match with the locals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit to members of Tanzania CELTT #2 

Cadet Wetlesen(left) and Cadet 

Bistany(right) give a lesson on 

American food to a group of 

Tanzanian students at 

Jitigemee Secondary school. 

Cadet Woods answers a question 

regarding the inception of Feudalism 

in Western Europe in an informal 

teaching session outside the rooms of 

Jitigemee Secondary School. 

 


