
Cadets and Cadre observe the ruins of Bagamoyo. 

Cadets observe fishing boats along the beach of 

Bagamoyo. 
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Throughout the second week, the Cadets continued to teach at Jitigemee, Makongo, and Air 

Wing. They were still learning quite a bit from the students, while also building strong relationships with 

both the students and staff. Some of these relationships will hopefully continue, even after returning to 

the United States. Many gifts were given to the schools’ staff, such as books and baseball caps. In return, 

the Cadets received T-shirts with the schools’ logos and local items that epitomize the Tanzanian 

culture. Aside from teaching, the Cadets visited various places in and around Dar Es Salaam to better 

understand the local culture. 

Bagamoyo 

One of the places that the Cadets visited was Bagamoyo. Our team traveled to the small town 

on the East coast of Tanzania just North of Dar es 

Salaam on Saturday June 30th. The settlement was the 

former capital of the German East African colony 

founded near the end of the 18th century. During the 

19th century, Bagamoyo became one of the most 

important trading ports in central-east Africa, and an 

integral part of the Asian slave trade. After arriving at 

the town, the Cadets toured the ruins of a mosque and 

several tombs dating back to the 14th century. As they 

walked through the crumbling infrastructure, the tour guide shared stories of the gravesite’s history and 

the stories of those who were buried there. He talked about the great Boaboa trees nearby, renowned 

for their enormous size and remarkable lifespan. One 

particular tree, the guide noted, was said to be over 2000 

years old. Later, the Cadets made their way along the 

coastline of the Indian Ocean where they observed fishing 

boats, traditional African sailing vessels, and talked with 

some local children who had come to the beach for a swim. 

Finally, the Cadets visited the market and bargained for 

paintings, ebony carvings, and other mementos before 

heading back to Dar es Salaam. The experience allowed the 

Cadets to learn more about the history of Tanzania, and 

further understand how the country has developed over time. 

    



The 4th of July dessert provided by the 

Karambezi Café. 

CDT Janovick purchasing a souvenir at  Slipway 

Market. 

Cadre and Cadets enjoying 

their 4th of July meal. 

4th of July Celebrations 

 To celebrate the fourth of July this year, the Cadets 

conversed and feasted at the Sea Cliff Hotel in Dar es Salaam. To 

begin the night, Colonel Mark J. Murphy, Office of Security 

Operation at the American Embassy in Tanzania, spoke to the 

Cadets at the Karambezi Café, 

discussed with them what it means 

to be overseas during 

Independence Day. The Colonel 

strongly suggested that the Cadets read the American Constitution before 

they take an oath to defend and uphold its writings when they swear in as 

Army officers. The discussion with Colonel Murphy allowed future Army 

officers to have a look back into history and understand why their 

independence is something they should be thankful for. After meeting with 

the Colonel, the Cadets joined him for their meal at the Karambezi Café, 

along with 3 Coast Guard personnel stationed in Dar es Salaam. The main 

dish consisted of a salad, barbeque chicken, mashed potatoes, and corn on 

the cob.  For dessert, the chefs were so kind as to make an apple pie and 

paint the American flag on the plates with icing. Although the Cadets were not in the United States to 

celebrate Independence Day, they were still able to enjoy their holiday with other Americans overseas.  

 

Markets 

In Tanzania, it is very common for people to go to markets to purchase their goods. During their 
visit in Tanzania, the Cadets have visited multiple markets in 
and around Dar es Salaam. Much of the Cadets’ shopping is 
done at the Slipway and Mwenge markets. The first time at 
the market, many Cadets were swarmed by the shop owners 
and had to learn when to say no, and when to say yes. Dealers 
sized them up at the first opportunity, and offered higher 
prices accordingly. However, when Cadets were able to show 
them some of their knowledge of Swahili and the culture, 
many dealers were more willing to budge on their prices. In 

the end, the Cadets’ trips to the marketplaces not only offered 
them a chance to buy intricate wood carvings and beaded 

jewelry to remember to the trip, but also allowed them interact with the locals they will never have 
again. That is, unless they find themselves in Tanzania again in the future. 
 
 

Sports and Activities 



CDT Wolpert prepares to pass the ball as CDT Taylor 

plays defense. 

CDTs Janovick, Van Essche, and Thompson play 

“Mother May I” with Makongo students. 

Cadre and Cadets receiving a tour of the HSV-2 SWIFT 

Since the Cadets have arrived in Tanzania, they 

have not only taught English to the local children at the 

three different schools, but they have also engaged in 

sports and other physical activities. One morning at 

Jitigemee, Cadets Taylor, Elliott, and Wolpert met some of 

the local soldiers to play a game of basketball. Jitigemee is 

a school that is managed by the Tanzanian Army, so it is 

very common for soldiers to be participating in physical 

activities around the school. They played a short game, but 

managed to score a few points. Although the Cadets were 

outplayed by the skillful Tanzanian soldiers, they were able 

to have fun and build a better relationship with the people of Jitigemee. One day, all of the Cadets were 

invited to stay for a soccer game at that school, in which 

even more relationships were established with the students. 

In addition, Cadets Thompson, Janovick, and Van Essche 

joined the students at Makongo Secondary School to play 

volleyball and soccer. Some of the students proved to be 

very agile and skilled when they started to perform back 

flips, along with other acrobatics. Over the course of the two 

weeks, all of the Cadets taught the students some 

traditional American games, such as “Simon Says,” “Mother 

May I,” and “I Spy.” The Tanzanian students, in turn, taught 

the Cadets some of their own games that they like to play, 

including one particular hand-clap game. Although the students and Cadets grew up in countries 

thousands of miles apart, they are still able to find common interests with Tanzanian people and relate 

to their way of life. 

    

HSV-2 

 The CULP group visited the HSV-2 SWIFT, 

HSV meaning high speed vessel, and was given a 

tour of the ship. The vessel was made by a civilian 

corporation, purchased by the U.S. Navy, and was 

then modified to better fit the Navy’s needs. The 

intentions of the craft are to transport books and 

other goods around the world to countries in need. 

Much of the vessel is light weight, manufactured 

out of aluminum, allowing for a maximum speed of 

45 Knots (52 mph). The ship is manned with a 



Cadet Taylor speaking at the Rotary Club. 

Dr. Smith and Cadets Van Essche, Thompson, and 

Janovick teaching English to the staff of the Karambezi 

Café. 

combination of civilian personnel and Navy soldiers. It is comically nicknamed the “Vomit Comet” by the 

crew because the high speeds of travel cause a lot of movement throughout the ship. The SWIFT has 

been used in exercises to improve security cooperation with the U.S. and West African nations, logistical 

assistance, transporting personnel, and relief efforts. With operations such as those being performed by 

the HSV-2, the United States military is able to lend a helping hand in many parts of the world. 

 

Dinner at the Rotary Club 

On the evening of the 2nd of July, Cadets Taylor and Gearhart attended the local Rotary Club 

located in downtown Dar es Salaam along with professor Dr. 

Thomas Smith. The group was invited to the annual meeting in 

order to observe the local business leaders’ involvement 

throughout the community. Among the club’s members were 

bankers, an executive member of an airline company, the 

manager of a local professional soccer club, as well as members 

in the construction industry in Tanzania. The Cadets were 

educated on the Club’s efforts to improve the community, 

involving the projects to provide clean drinking water toward 

the population, in addition to providing transportation for an 

orphanage that is located in Bagamoyo. Dr. Smith gave a speech 

promoting the CULP program to the club members, thus gaining a greater support base that can help 

assist the program, should it return to the Dar es Salaam region. The Cadets gained valuable knowledge 

on how the local business leaders help support their own community. 

Teaching Beyond the Schools 

Cadets Janovick, Thompson, and Van Essche were given the opportunity to teach an English 

class alongside Dr. Thomas Smith at the Karambezi 

Café. This class consisted of about 20 waiters and 

waitresses that are all native to Tanzania, and 

therefore speak Swahili as their primary language. As 

employees of the Sea Cliff Hotel, they are required to 

cater a multitude of travelers who speak English. In 

order to improve their customer service skills, the 

Cadets developed an English lesson based on 

restaurant etiquette. They showed them how to 

properly introduce themselves, take drink orders, 

distribute menus, inform guests of the restaurant 



Birthday cakes that were prepared by the Karambezi Café for CDTs 

Thompson and Wolpert for their birthdays. 

specials, take food orders, offer additional services, and order deserts. These classes not only enriched 

the employee’s experiences with some of the hotel guests, but it also gave the Cadets another 

opportunity to interact with Tanzanian locals.   

Birthdays  

 This week, two of our very 

own Cadets celebrated special 

birthdays. CDT Amanda Thompson 

turned 21 on Friday July 6th and CDT 

Robert Wolpert turned 20 on Sunday 

July 8th. How exciting for them to say 

they spent a birthday in Africa! 

    

Special Thanks to the PAO 

All of the Cadets and Cadre who are currently in Tanzania would like to give a special thanks to 

Public Affairs Officer Rachael Tolliver for her wonderful visit to Tanzania with us. We would also like to 

thank Rachael for taking pictures and videos and sharing them with not only our CULP group, but with 

the public as well. Although her home is in Ft. Knox, 

Kentucky, Rachael recently traveled from Spain to 

Tanzania, and is currently on her way to Mongolia. She 

works as a civilian as a strategic communications 

specialist after spending four years in the Army. When 

asked, she explained that she really enjoyed meeting the 

people of Tanzania, and loves telling the stories of Cadets 

on missions abroad. By doing this, she better help others 

understand the different aspects and what it means to be 

a Cadet, with the responsibilities that they will have as future officers. Thank you very much Rachel! 

 


